
Information about the medal to date 

• I have included some information about myself  and my family to show 

a direct link to the medal by way of  my Grandparents, Mary and 

Lester Haley. 

•  I would also like to note that none of  this would be possible without 

the prior research conducted by Gary Doyle regarding Jimmy 

Murphy.  

 

Jimmy Murphy still holds the record for the highest winning percentage 

of  all Grand Prix/F1 drivers, .500.  He placed 1st in the 1921 French 

Grand Prix and 3rd in the 1923 Monza. 

 

Peter Gruich 

June 2019 

 



The “early” days of  racing. 

I used to ask my grandmother to take me to the 

Indianapolis 500.  She said that they used to go 

often but today  “I can sit on the front porch and 

watch the cars go by just as fast as they used to 

go at the 500.”  

These are the drivers that she and my relatives 

that all lived within 40 miles of  Indianapolis would 

see.  My uncle told me about attending the 1922 

race that Jimmy Murphy won. 

He was the  first to win the race from the pole in 

1922. 



My Grandfather and E.L. Cord 

My Grandfather 

The Auburn Cord Duesenberg management team at the Connersville Country Club, 1928 

Mr. Cord loved my grandmothers cooking and was a frequent dinner guest at their home in Auburn 

Indiana.  My grandfather purchased paint and interior trim for ACD.  He worked there from 1926 until 

1938 and then moved to Detroit when Cord sold the tools to the 810 to Graham Paige.   

My grandmother left me these “Silhouettes” of  E.L. Cord from the 1933 Chicago Worlds Fair. 



My Roy Faulkner billfold.  

Roy was the President of Auburn Motor Car 

Company and approved the budget for the Cord 

810/812.  Roy was a personal friend of my 

grandparents. 

The group photo was also left to me and 

according to the ACD Museum is the oldest 

known group photo of the entire ACD 

Management Team. 





My grandfather, grandmother, her brother and myself 

My Grandfather, Lester Leroy 

Haley- 

People that remember him used to 

say that he was a “human type 

person” that people liked. 

He was one of the people that 

started the Labor Day Reunion in 

Auburn Indiana. 

The pen holder is a prototype that 

he had made up for the first 

reunion.  The car is a Cord 810 

Beverly made of white rubber. My Uncle Alton Hartley who invented the 

homogenization process for milk and 

attended the 1922 Indianapolis 500 

Myself at work, 1985 

My Grandmother 



The Medal 

The photo used in this edition of the “Crucible” 

from 1922 is exactly the same as this black and 

white conversion of the color photo of mine.  An 

examination shows that the same irregularities 

that appear about the lower periphery of my 

medal also exist in the 1922 photo.  Also, there is 

a defect that can be clearly seen over the “R” in 

France in both pictures.  

The back of my medal 

showing two small 

scratches. 

 

 

 

 

Also a letter from Fred 

Duesenberg asking for 

his medal. 



This article from 1922 states that it was illegal to ship gold out of France after 

World War 1.  The scratches on the back of my medal were made to determine 

if the medal was made of gold.  I made the small scratch across the longer one 

for that same purpose. 

When Fred Duesenberg discovered that the medals were not gold, he sent 

them to the photography department for photos used for publicity and in the 

“Crucible”.  Afterwards, the medals were sent to the foundry and using the 

green sand casting process, both medals were mounted on a pattern board,  

mounted on a foundry cask and rammed up using very fine sand followed by 

the regular mix.  The result is a two sided “Gold Medal”. 

Afterwards, the original medal probably had no real value.  When E.L. Cord 

acquired the  assets of the Duesenberg Motor Car Company and Fred and 

August Duesenberg became employees of E.L. Cord, my grandfather worked 

for all three supplying interior trim for not only production cars but also all of 

the show cars that Auburn Cord and Duesenberg were known for creating. 

These are the two medals won by Jimmy Murphy.  

This page is from “King of the Boards” by Gary Doyle.  

Gary agrees that I have the medal awarded to 

Duesenberg, the chassis constructor. 

This is the “Gold Medal” currently on display 

at the Auburn Cord Duesenberg Museum in 

Auburn Indiana.  The second medal is cast 

onto the backside of this medal and is visible 

in the mirror mounted on the back of the 

display.  It is displayed as being the medal 

awarded to Duesenberg for winning the 

1921 French Grand Prix.   



It is a known fact that this vehicle was developed by a small 

team lead by Gordon Buehrig.  It was a low budget, secret 

operation with only 6 people.  Roy Faulkner approved the 

budget for the 810 / 812 program.  In going through my 

grandfathers papers, I found a lot of  sales information from 

gear companies.  I knew that he purchased paint and interior 

trim including glass and I knew that “he shut the lights off  at 

the Connersville Plant”.  It is also a known fact that to save 

money they used obsolete tooling from Sheller Industries.  My 

Uncle played poker with Harry Sheller every Friday night. 

My Grandfather was assigned to move to Detroit with the Cord body tooling for the 810 when it was sold to 

Graham Paige.  It looks like he was one of  the last of  the management to go and considering that he was a 

personal friend of  Roy Faulkner and E.L. Cord, I believe that he was given the medal and the billfold as his 

“bonus” for a job well done.  The 810 turned out to be one of  the most fantastic cars ever engineered.  It 

certainly had its flaws but they were made up with timeless styling,  high quality interiors and engineering 

that was out of  this world at the time.  It appears that my grandfather was involved in such matters as the 

gear problems with the transmission.  It is also a known fact that the popular brown color was actually not 

the color that Gordon Buerhig wanted.  My grandfather found a cheaper paint similar to what Gordon 

wanted so he bought it.  Having worked on similar vehicle programs with a small number of  people under 

a “Skunk Works” environment gives me a better understanding of  the role that my grandfather played in 

purchasing all of  that componentry for that car.  Growing up, my grandmother told me countless stories 

about those days during my summers on the farm just a couple of  miles by back roads from this place they 

called, “Connersville”.  I never could figure out their fascination with Connersville….. 

I was part of  the very small team that engineered this in 1984 

GM Project Gemini  I designed the rear mounted radiator and 

SMC floorpan.  GM flew Harrison Radiator in to quote the 

radiators.  They wanted $15,000.  I took my drawing to Troy 

Radiator and had one the next day for $200.00.  I wonder where I 

got that from? 


